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Trump Talk 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 January 14th, Board Meeting—

Omaha Bridge Studio 9:30 am 

 January 29, 1pm—Mentoring Pro-

gram ―Meet & Greet‖ - CMBC 
 

  February 9-12 Valentine’s Sectional

– Westside Community Center 
 

 March 31, Annual Youth Tourna-

ment—The Bridge Studio 
 

 April 22-22, 299er Tournament—

The Bridge Studio 
 

 April 29, Annual Meeting Awards 

Party—The Bridge Studio 
 

 July 30—August 5, Regional Tour-

nament, MAC 
 

 September 10-13, Buffett Cup 
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Unit 241 approves the purchase of a second duplimate, Bridgemate wireless scorepads 

and leasing of copy machines. The second Duplimate is housed at CMBC, this enables 

directors to make boards, print hand records and post the results including hand re-

cords on the ACBL website.  

Bridgemate scorepads are successfully being used at the CMBC; the 

wireless scorepads provide immediate results to the director and also 

immediate results at the end of play. 

The second duplimate will help in making boards at the Regional 

Tournament and provides redundancy should one be out of order. 

 BUFFETT CUP COMES TO 

OMAHA—SEPTEMBER 2012 

The Buffett Cup named after 

Omaha‟s own Warren Buffett is 

a resurgence of international 

bridge matches common in the 

1930‟s. The first match between 

Europe and the USA was held in 

Ireland in 2006. Omaha is proud 

to have been asked to host the 

2012 Buffett Cup. The event is 

being coordinated by Cookie 

Hoberman and Mary Bernstein. 

The tournament will be held Sep-

tember 10-13th, location to be 

announced. Events including 

opening and closing ceremonies, 

additional details to follow, in-

cluding how the play can be 

viewed. The hosting of this event 

is an honor 

for our 

unit and 

city. 

 PIERRE FLATOWICZ EARNS 

GRAND LIFE MASTER 

On October 15th Pierre Flatowicz 

was honored at the CMBC for 

reaching the impressive milestone 

of 10,000 master points. Dinner 

was served, and there were several 

roasts given. Dan Parish was a 

marvelous master of ceremonies. 

Jim Nash charmed the crowd, as 

did Mike Albert, Virgil Stetz, 

John Oxley of St Joseph, MO, 

Margaret Baca and Pierre‟s 

daughters Nikki and Rachel. His 

wife, Claire Flatowicz provided a 

touching roast to round out the 

evening.  
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Board of Directors 

Justin Graver, President 2013 

Darlene Rischling, VP 2012 

Lorri Brockman, Secretary 2012 

Elise Parish, Treasurer 2013 

Sharon Gathmann 2013 

Cookie Hoberman 2012 

Chris Hatton 2013 

Claire Flatowitcz 2012 

Dee Miller 2013 

 
Year denotes last year of term. 

 Keep your ACBL membership current to re-

ceive the ACBL monthly magazine and the unit 

Trump Talk. Monitor your point achievements at 

www.acbl.org, “My Master Points”. A portion of 

your dues supports unit 241 expenses including 

duplimate hands and hand records. 

 Keeping your personal information up-to-date 

with the ACBL is important so that you receive 

Unit information. If you mark your email address 

„private‟ the unit cannot provide you with any 

email updates or announcements. Please consider 

this when selecting your option. As postage and 

printing costs continue to rise the Unit prefers to 

email and/or post at the clubs all announcements, 

including Trump Talk. To update your option go 

to www.acbl.org and select My ACBL, in the left 

column select “change my email address”. 

Keeping Your ACBL 

Membership Current 

BYLAW CHANGE=NO ELECTION 

The five board members up for reelection all confirmed their desire to serve an-

other term, and there were no other nominations received. The new bylaws pro-

vide for unanimous election of the ballot if there are no more nominees than open-

ings. 

Welcome back to the board, Elise Parish, Dee Miller, Justin Graver, Chris Hatton 

and Sharon Gathmann.  

The positions for the upcoming year will be decided at the next board meeting in 

January 2012. 

President’s Message 

It amazes me how much technology affects bridge.  When I 

started playing duplicate in the early 1980s, the most techni-

cally advanced piece of equipment used was a ballpoint pen.  

Scores for individual boards were entered on big chalk boards 

and add up by hand (you can still see a "tally board" at the 

Bridge Studio above the pair signup area).  I still remember 

waiting for results long after the game had finished while an 

arithmetic error was tracked down.  First came the personal 

computer to eliminate such errors and provide printed personal 

results.  Next came computer-generated hands and printed 

hand records.  The Duplimate eliminated the need to hand-

duplicate boards (does anyone even remember sorting a deck 

into suits?).  With the introduction of the Bridgemate elec-

tronic scoring pads, Unit 241 has made a complete transition 

into the tech-savvy world of modern bridge.  With Internet 

bridge, we no longer need cards or even a partner, and scoring 

is instantaneous.  I can't wait to see what changes the next 

thirty years will bring. 

 

 

    Justin Graver 

ACBL Mobile App Now Available for Android Users 
The ACBL is pleased to announce the release of the ACBL Mobile app for Android 

phones! Thousands of users have already downloaded the app for the iPhone platform.  

Using the app, you can search for ACBL bridge clubs near you 

by city/state or province or by postal code; or, alternately, 

you can let the app detect your location via GPS. Map View 

helps route you to a nearby club and clicking on a club‟s name 

pulls up its contact information (physical address, phone num-

bers, and email addresses). The app‟s “Game Details” feature 

lists a club‟s game dates, times, type and special notes. The 

app is free to download and requires Android 1.6 or higher. To 

get the app, search for “ACBL Mobile” in the Android Mar-

ket, or use this link: https://market.android.com/details?

id=com.acbl.main&feature=search_result 

Remember, those of you with iPhones, iPod Touch and iPads may download this app 

by going to the App Store and searching for “ACBL” and downloading the “ACBL 

Mobile” app. 

https://market.android.com/details?id=com.acbl.main&feature=search_result
https://market.android.com/details?id=com.acbl.main&feature=search_result
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Shirley Peterson of Herman, Nebraska 

is the director of the 11:30 am Monday 

game at the CMBC. Shirley, a Gold Life 

Master, has been playing bridge for over 

32 years and learned the game from her 

sister. When asked about her favorite part 

of being a director, we found she most en-

joys setting up new partnerships. 

Getting to know Shirley: 

 First car = 1935 Ford 

 Guilty pleasure = gambling 

 Favorite vacation = anywhere with 

mountains 

 Passions outside of bridge = family 

Jim Nash of Omaha, Nebraska is the di-

rector of the  7:15 pm Tuesday game and 

7:30 pm Friday game at Omaha Bridge 

Studio. In addition, Jim directors most of 

the local tournaments including assistant 

director of  the sectionals. Jim is a Plati-

num Life Master and has played bridge for 

44 years. His first instruction was from his 

girlfriend‟s mother and later his college 

roommate, Bob Otto. 

Getting to know Jim: 

 First car = 1974 Karmann Ghia 

 First job = Claims examiner at Mutual 

of Omaha 

 Super power that he would like to have 

= read peoples minds 

 Great bridge partner = Someone who 

plays conventions that we both  want 

to play and also a partner who owns 

up to his mistakes without laying them 

at my doorstep. 

 

What do you think is the future of bridge? 

Regional tournaments in fun locations and nationals will always thrive. Going to your den and playing online will never substi-

tute for a vacation. Local clubs will be the hardest hit by increased online play. It won't be long before the In Memoriam column 

in the Bulletin will be longer than the Life Master column. 

 Editorial Comment: We agree Jim, everyone should be bringing younger players to the table 

and welcoming new players at every game. 



ACBL:   www.acbl.org  

UNIT 241:  www.omahabridge.org  

Club games/times, bridge links, lesson info, club events, results and more! 

Have an idea? Please submit to lorri.brockman@gmail.com 

  

 Declarer had blundered grievously, as there was now no way to avoid a Club loser.  Instead of giving himself just 
one chance to finesse he could have given himself two chances.  Yes, on the opening Spade lead Declarer must 
not throw a Club loser, instead it is a Diamond winner that has to go (the Ace would be the ostentatious choice, of 
course).  Now Declarer takes the Club finesse and, if it loses, then he can get to the board with a Club ruff and try 
the Heart finesse.  Of course, when the Club finesse works, then Declarer cashes the ǃA, ruffs a Club (with the 
Eight, to be safe), and tries for an overtrick with a Heart finesse.  Here is the full deal: 

 

 

ǂ A6432 

Ǆ 832 

ǅ 642 

ǃ T6 

    

 When this deal was played in a team match, both of the South players 

charged into 6Ǆ with little or no encouragement from North.  

  

You have probably noticed that Dummy is alarmingly short of en-
tries.  So you might think that at Table 1, where West led a helpful 
Spade, Declarer would be in rather better shape than at Table 2 where 
West led a distinctly unhelpful Diamond.  But, in fact, 6Ǆ went down at 
Table 1 and made at Table 2! 

 How should Declarer have played at Table 1, after the opening Spade 
lead? 

What actually happened was that Dummyôs ǂA won the first trick and 
Declarer pitched a Club loser.  Seeing 12 easy tricks if the ǄK was on-
side, Declarer ran the Ǆ8, but was down when West took his King and 
returned a trump.  Down one! 

        Dummy 

  

West            East 

  

       Declarer 

ǂ 

Ǆ AQJT94  

ǅ AKQJ  

ǃ AQ5 

  ǂ A6432 

Ǆ 832 

ǅ 642 

ǃ T6 

  

ǂ KJ87 

Ǆ K65 

ǅ T98 

ǃ J72 

        Dummy 

  

West            East 

  

      Declarer 

ǂ QT95 

Ǆ 7 

ǅ 753 

ǃ K9843 

  ǂ 

Ǆ AQJT94  

ǅ AKQJ  

ǃ AQ5 

  

Now, letôs take a look at what happened at Table 2.  West 
found the more challenging opening lead of a Diamond, 
which Declarer was obliged to win in her hand.  What 
should Declarer do now? 

Declarerôs play at Trick 2 was the clever ǄQ, trying to force 
an entry to Dummy.  But West was just as clever and 
ducked!  Declarer persisted with the ǄJ and West brilliantly 
ducked that one too!  Yes, that stubborn West was pre-
pared to sacrifice his trump trick in order to prevent De-
clarer from reaching Dummy. 

 But Declarer would not be denied and, leaving Westôs 
remaining trump at large, she now played Diamond win-
ners.  Whatever West did on the last Diamond, Declarer 
would score 12 tricks!  Great defense, great declaring! 


